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SUCCESS     OF 
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A  WORD  OF  APPRECIATION 


SUCCESS  OF  THE  ENDOWMENT  CAMPAIGN 


Columbia  Theological  Seminary  Passes  Another 
Milestone  in  its  Program  of  Advance 

Columbia  Theological  Seminary  is  profoundly 
grateful  for  the  blessing  of  God  and  for  the  loy- 
alty of  its  many  friends  which  have  made  possible 
the  success  of  its  recent  Endowment  Campaign. 
It  finds  in  that  success  an  indication  that  Provi- 
dence is  preparing  the  way  for  an  enlargement 
of  its  service  'to  the  Church  in  the  Southeastern 
States  during  the  challenging  years  ahead,  and 
it  would  humbly  and  reverently  rededicate  itself 
to  the  great  task  of  preparing  men  to  preach  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

This  campaign  was  initiated  in  January  1945 
when  friends  in  Atlanta  offered  to  contribute 
$50,000  to  the  endowment  of  the  seminary  if 
$100,000  could  be  raised  and  collected  from 
other  sources  by  January  1,  1946.  The  task  was 
an  exceedingly  difficult  one  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  many  it  seemed  impossible 
that  the  necessary  amount  could  be  raised  in 
cash  within  the  time  limits  fixed.  Nevertheless 
the  opportunity  made  available  through  the  gen- 
erous offer  mentioned  above  was  too  challenging 
to  be  ignored.  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
seminary  decided  that  an  appeal  should  be  made 
to  the  constituency  of  the  institution  and  author- 
ized the  administration  to  proceed  with  the 
raising  of  funds. 

An  organized  campaign  in  the  churches  was 
not  practicable  at  this  time  and  none  was  attempt- 
ed. The  undertaking  was  carried  forward  mainly 
by  correspondence  and  by  personal  interview,  so 
that  a  minimum  of  expense  was  involved.  Every 
effort  was  made  to  avoid  conflict  with  the  financial 
programs  of  individual  congregations,  many  of 
which  were  involved  in  special  building  efforts 
at  this  time,  or  with  other  causes  and  agencies 
of  the  Church  as  a  whole. 


It  is  highly  appropriate  that  some  public  rec- 
ognition be  given  here  to  the  cooperation  of  those 
without  whose  help  success  would  not  have  been 
attained.   The  seminary  owes  an  especial  debt  to 
the   Presbyterian  ministers   of   Atlanta  and  to 
numerous  pastors  of  the  supporting  synods,  whose 
names  must  be  omitted  for  lack  of  space.    The 
Alumni  Association  of  the  seminary,  under  the 
leadership  of  its  President,  Rev.  E.  T.  Wilson, 
rendered  yeoman  service.    Among  the  Directors 
of  the  seminary  two  laymen,  Dr.  W.  R.  Barron 
of  Columbia,  S.  C.  and  Mr.  Wm.  A.  L.  Sibley  of 
Union,  S.  C,  were  particularly  active  and  effective 
in  securing  funds  in  their  home  state.  Rev.  P.  D. 
Patrick  of  Kings  Mountain,  N.  C,  a  loyal  alumnus 
of  Columbia,  rendered  invaluable  assistance  by  a 
voluntary  and  personal  approach  to  many  indi- 
viduals within  the  supporting  synods. 

Even  so,  the  final  success  of  the  campaign  would 
not  have  been  possible  without  the  aid  of  five 
Atlanta  laymen:    Mr.  H.  Lane  Young,  Mr.  Geo. 
Winship,  Mr.  Julius  J.  Scott,  Mr.  John  A.  Sibley, 
and  Mr.   T.   Guy  Woolford.    On   December   10, 
1945,  with  $25,000  still  needed  if  the  goal  was  to 
be  reached,  these  men  addressed  a  letter  to  sev- 
eral  hundred   Presbyterians   of   this   area   over 
their  collective  signatures.    This  letter  was  fol- 
lowed in  some  instances  by  a  telegram  on  Decem- 
ber   27,    and    by    personal    interviews    where 
necessary.   The  response  to  this  appeal  was  such 
that  the  seminary  was  able  to  report  $101,490.00 
secured  in  cash  by  January  1,  1946.   Later  gifts 
brought  the  total  to  approximately  $105,000  with 
nearly  $10,000  in  additional  subscriptions  which 
will  be  paid  later.   Hence  the  endowment  of  the 
seminary  will  be  increased  by  more  than  $150,000 
and  a  distinct  forward  step  in  the  life  of  the  insti- 
tution will  be  made  possible. 

One  highly  gratifying  feature  of  the  campaign 
was  found  in  the  widespread  interest  which  was 
manifested.  More  than  900  separate  gifts  were 
received,  and  these  came  from  all  of  the  support- 
ing synods,  with  contributions  from  Alumni  in 
many  other  synods  and  in  several  foreign  coun- 


tries.  Since  many  of  these  gifts  were  received 
from  Churches,  Sunday  Schools,  and  Auxiliaries, 
however,  the  total  number  of  actual  contributors 
cannot  be  known.  The  largest  individual  gift 
received  was  $5,000.00.  Many  gifts  of  $1.00  each 
are  included  in  the  total.  One  of  the  most  appreci- 
ated contributions  was  a  gift  of  $119.00  which 
came  without  solicitation  during  the  closing  days 
of  the  campaign  from  the  Glad  Hand  Men's 
Bible  Class  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Decatur, 

Ga. an  inspiring  example  of  interdenominational 

good  will. 

So  far  as  the  names  of  donors  are  known,  every 
individual  contribution  received  in  the  campaign 
has  been  acknowledged  in  a  personal  letter.  To 
those  whose  names  are  not  known,  and  to  those 
who  have  received  letters  alike,  the  seminary 
would  also  say  this  word  of  public  thanks.  We 
are  profoundly  grateful  for  what  you  have  done 
in  our  behalf  and  we  shall  earnestly  strive  to 
justify  your  support  by  enlarging  the  measure 
of  our  service  to  the  Church. 

We  must  not  rest  content  with  what  has  been 
accomplished.   No  institution  can  afford  to  stand 
still.  By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors  most  of 
the   undesignated   endowment   secured   in   this 
campaign  will  be  used  to  provide  support  for  a 
new  professor  of  Homiletics  and  Public  Speaking. 
More  than  $5,000,  however,  was  contributed  spe- 
cifically toward  a  Chair  of  Evangelism  and  Coun- 
try Church  Work  — one  of  the  urgent  needs  of 
the  institution  and  of  our  Church.  In  cooperation 
with  Dr.  Henry  W.  McLaughlin,  Columbia  Semi- 
nary will  seek  to  secure  the  full  amount  neces- 
sary for  this  professorship  at  the  earliest  possible 
date.    It  is  also  hoped  that  funds  needed  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  library  can  be  secured  in  the 
reasonably  near  future. 

In  profound  gratitude  for  what  has  been  ac- 
complished, but  with  the  realization  that  her 
task  is  only  well  begun,  Columbia  Seminary  looks 
with  confidence  to  the  future. 


